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Significance:

Pescription:

HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY

THE HOUSE OF CRANE =~ HABS No. IN-228 °
{Commercial Building) R

124 South Meridian Street
Indianapolis., Marion County, Indiana.

USGS Indianapolis West, Indiana Quadrangle
Universal Transverse Mercator Coordinates:
16.572/100.4401/760

Built in 1866-67, the House of Crane Building was one of -
the original commercial structures erected to house )
wholesale businesses in Indianapolis' Wholesale District.
Established during the Civil War, the Wholesale District
served the city and central Indiana until after the Second
World War as a source of wholesale products from clothing™
to groceries and cigars. The House of Crane is a
contributing structure in the Indianapolis Union
Station-Wholesale District, listed in The National
Register of Historic Places on July 14, 1982.

The House of Crane Building is a three-story brick
commercial building facing South Meridian Street. The
building is composed of three distinct sections. The
tallest is the eastern portion, which is three stories in
height. The northwest portion is two stories in height
and the southwest portion is one story in height. The
building footprint is 39 feet - 11 inches x 204 feet
long, It occupies 40 feet off the south side of Lot 4
between Meridian Street and the alley to the west., It is
bounded by the commercial building 122 South Meridian
Street {(HABS No. IN-227) to the north and a parking lot to
the south.

The principal (east) facade is three stories tall. At the
first floor are six eqgually spaced storefront openings
with the entrance in the northern-most bay. The remaining
openings are display windows with plate glass and wooden
kickplates. The transoms of all six bays are glazed with
Luxfer prism glass. At the second and third floors are
six equally-spaced, round-arched windows with o
four-over-four double-hung wood-sash windows, stone sills
and ornamented arched hocds, At the top of the wall is a-
wooden entablature with dentils, frieze and cornice.
Limestone guoins define the northern and southern edges of
the facade. -
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The south facade is of brick with ne openings on its
three-storyv eastern half. At the first floor of the
western half are four openings that start approximately
twelve feet from the west end with twelve feet between

each. East of these is a service opening. All of the _
first floor openings are infilled with paired steel blinds =~
on hinges. The second level of the west end is set bhack:
approximately 19 feet and divided into three bays. In the
west bay there are no openings. In the center bay are two
windows. In the east bay are three windows. All of these
windows are metal-clad, pivoting and glazed with

industrial wire glass.

The west elevation is two-part with a three-story

elevation of the eastern half and the one and two-story
elevations of the western half of the building. At the

west wall of the east half of the building is a third
floor facade with four egqually spaced segmented-arched
windows. At the second floor on the south half near this
wall is another wall of wood construction with two ' :
windows. The west wall of the west half of the building - -
is two bays wide. The north bay is twe stories with two
segmented-arched four-over-four windows at the second

floor and two service entrances at the ground floor: The”
one-story south bay has a service opening infilled with'
wood. The three roofs consist of the western-sloped,
built-up roof over the three-story eastern half, the
western-sloped, built-up roof over the two-story o
northwestern portion and the southern-sloped built<-iip roof-“-~
over the one-story southwestern portion. Two industrial '
skylights with wire~glass pierce the roof of ‘the two story
northwestern portion.

Although the interior was remodeled in 1978 for office e
use, some original and historical materials and surfaces ..
dating from 1866-67 and circa 1916 are intact. The

eastern half of the first floor exhibits stamped sheet o
metal ceilings. The art-glass and mahogany wood- paneled -~ .
partitions and wainscoting are found ‘in the northern R
portion of the eastern half. The bhumidor vault with-
storage shelves remains intact in the west end of the :
first floor. The second and third floors remain V1rtually
unaltered from the nineteenth century, when they =+
functioned as storage areas for the mariy and varled )
wholesale businesses that occupied the building. Brick
walls, board floors and exposed celllng JOJntS are found;
in the third floor. '
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The House of Crane Building was constructed by Edward Beck
sometime between July 1866 and July 1868. Beck purchased the
property in 1866 and entered into an agreement with the
adjacent property owner tc the south on July 27, 1866 to erect
a "brick and masonry building” with tbe south wall serving as
a party wall between the two parcels of land. Beck was a
German immigrant and proprietor of the Crystal Palace, a
saloon and restaurant. The first documented tenants of Beck's
building were Rickard & Talbott, wholesalers of hats, caps and
furs, and the J.C. Brinkmeyer & Co., wholesalers and
distillers of bourbon and rye whiskeys. Both occupied the
building in 1868 and remained several years, followed by a
succession of clothing, shoes, coffee, grocery and hardware
wholesalers. In 1898 the local wholesale grocery firm of
Kothe. Wells and Bauer (established 18B9) occupied the entire
structure until the firm outgrew it and vacated in 1309. The
wholesale Indianapolis Electric Supply Company occupied the
north half of the building from 1311 to 1916. The cigar
wholesaler, The House of Crane, occupied the southern half
from 1911 until 1916, when it occupied the entire structure.

The House of Crane remodeled the interior and the storefronts,
circa 1916, adding the art-glass and mahogany paneled
partitions, the Luxfer glass storefront transoms and the
humider vault. The House of Crane remained the occupant of
the building for nearly 70 vears until October 17, 197B when
the architecture, planning, landscape architecture, and
interior design firm of Browning. Day, Pollack, Associates
purchased the building and renovated the interior for office
use. The architectural firm occupied the structure until
August 1987. Since the architectural firm's vacation the
building has remained empty. The City of Indianapclis
purchased the building on December 30, 1988.
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SUPPLEMENTAL INFORMATION
Indianapolis Star Photograph, c.1945,

The House of Crane Bullding is to the left identified by the
arrow. Indiana Division, Indiana State Library, Indianapolis.
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